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silk, and the thread was sent abroad to be woven, but, later, large
weaving establishments were set up within the country itself,'
especially at Como and Milan. The manufacture and export of silk
textiles is increasing, especially in those classes of goods where the
cost can be reduced by the mixture of silk and artificial silk. By the
annexation of the Trentino, Italy has obtained possession of a
district in which an important local industry has long been estab-
lished. Milan is the centre for the collection and distribution of silk
in Italy, and has for many years entirely surpassed Lyons as the
chief silk market in Europe. Italy ranks with the United States
as one of the chief producers of artificial silk; it is manufactured
at various places in the plains of the Po and the neighbouring
Alpine valleys.
While the silk industry has considerable natural facilities in the
proximity of large supplies of raw material, the cottoa industry,
with which it may be compared, is without any such advantage,
the production of raw cotton in Italy being negligible.    Until
1887, Italy imported large quantities of cotton goods, but, when
a highly protective tariff was imposed in that year, many of those
Swiss manufacturers who had hitherto supplied the Italian market
built additional mills in Italy, and tans gave a great impetus to
the industry in that country.    With the lapse of time the proportion
of Swiss-owned to Italian-owned mills has fallen, and the cotton
industry may now be regarded as naturalized.   At present there
are about 5,500,000 spindles in the country, .and these are chiefly
found in the region under consideration, more especially in Lombardy
and Piedmont, where electric power is frequently used for driving
the machinery*   The greater part" of the raw material consumed
in the mills comes from the United States, the remainder being
supplied by India and Egypt,   The yarns which are produced tend
on the whole to be coarse, but the quality is steadily improving;
wMle woven goods, besides supplying almost entirely the home
demand, find their principal outlet in South America, where the
large Italian population in the Argentine prefers to have materials
of a kind, to which it has been accustomed.   Egypt comes next
in importance as a purchaser of piece goods, and Great Britain
buys large quantities of hosiery.
Woolen goods are in considerable demand in north Italy, as
the winters are cold; aad they are manuf actured in various places.